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HELPING YOUNG WOMEN  
A̒CHIEVE THEIR DREAMSʼ

It is often said, “Much is expected from 
those to whom much is given.” Dee Dee 
Wacksman (Sigma Kappa – Ohio State) 
would agree with this adage. 

“I have been very fortunate in my life,” 
Dee Dee said. “I believe you should use 
your resources to help other people better 
themselves and improve their lives.” 

Doing for others comes naturally to Dee 
Dee. In 2019, she received the Order of the 
Pearl award from KD for exemplary service 
to her community, but equally impressive 
is her Kappa Delta service.  
Dee Dee served as president of her 
collegiate chapter and as a national 
volunteer. She has also been involved  
with her local alumnae chapter. “I hope 
others will take advantage of the same 
leadership opportunities and experience 
lifelong sisterhood as I have through 
Kappa Delta.” 

Dee Dee’s support of her KD sisters is more 
than just service. She has a scholarship 
through the Kappa Delta Foundation and 
chose to remember Kappa Delta with a gift 
from her retirement plan. 

Dee Dee’s KD scholarship supports 
undergraduate students pursuing a degree 
in a healthcare field. Supporting education 
in healthcare is dear to her as a dental 
hygienist whose wide-ranging work in 
the field included research for Procter & 
Gamble Company and teaching dental 
hygiene at the college level.

“I had it easy when I went to school 
because my parents paid my tuition,” Dee 
Dee explained. “I hear stories from young 
people today about how expensive it is 
to go to college—even their books are 
outrageously priced. My husband and I are 
happy to support scholarships because we 
want to help young people achieve their 
dreams of a better life through education.”

When asked about her legacy gift to the 
foundation, Dee Dee spoke once again 
about simply helping others. “I decided 
to name Kappa Delta Foundation as a 
beneficiary of my retirement plan because I 
knew I wouldn’t need that money—neither 
will my husband or son—and I wanted to 
support organizations that use the money 
to do some good, like KD.” 

Dee Dee Wacksman (left)  
Sigma Kappa-Ohio State

HONORABLE, 
  BEAUTIFUL &  HIGHEST
Supporting the future of Kappa Delta



MAKE YOUR WISHES KNOWN
You have probably signed a number of important 
documents in your lifetime, including mortgages, 
deeds, insurance policies and beneficiary forms. But if 
you are like many Americans, you may not have written 
the most important legal document you will ever sign—
your will.

Did you know that more than 50% of Americans die 
without leaving a valid will? Not having a will can have 
serious consequences. Without one, families are often 
left to cope with a bewildering array of legal problems, 
expenses and delays.

Deciding who should receive your assets at the end of 
your lifetime is an important responsibility. Your will lets 
you provide others with a number of gift options. For 
instance, you may choose to leave certain heirs a sum 
 

of money and have others divide the remainder of your 
estate in percentages you determine.

GivinG from the heart

Your will can also be a convenient way to make 
meaningful charitable gifts. After making provisions 
for your family and loved ones, you may wish to name 
the Kappa Delta Foundation to receive all or part of the 
remaining property. Your planned gift will help provide 
scholarships, professional development and leadership 
training opportunities for future sisters. 

Kappa Delta is grateful to each and every sister who 
remembers her sisterhood in this special way. Please 
contact Rachel Shouse, development senior manager, 
at 901-746-3657 if we can provide more information or 
assist you with the charitable aspects of your plans.
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WILL, LIVING TRUST  
OR BOTH?
With so much discussion of the importance of wills and 
living trusts, you may wonder which document is right 
for you—or if you really need to have both. 

Each distributes your assets after your lifetime and 
offers the opportunity to make your wishes for the 
division of your estate known. In fact, almost any type 
of legal transfer that can be made with a will can also be 
arranged through a living trust.

The difference is a will becomes effective only after 
the death of the person who made it. A living trust can 
benefit you while you are still living, and frequently 
couples will have a joint trust. Because both wills 
and trusts are revocable, you can alter their terms as 
circumstances in your life change.

Partner to a Will

A growing number of people are turning to the revocable 
living trust as a supplement to a will. Only a trust can 
manage assets during your lifetime or should you be 
unable to do so for any reason.

Assets in a living trust pass outside the probate process, 
which can make it easier to transfer ownership of out-of-
state property and might help avoid delays and reduce 
expenses. Another advantage: how your property is 
distributed and in what amounts does not become public 
record, thus ensuring your privacy and that of your heirs.

Keep in mind, a trust only applies to property that is 
specifically included in it. If you create a living trust as a 
substitute for a will and fail to fund the trust or do not place 
all your assets in it, and you do not also have a will, any 
assets that are not included will be distributed in the same 
way as if you left no legal instructions for the distribution of 
that property. 

To avoid this, it is prudent to also have a pour-over will, 
which transfers any omitted property into the trust.

BEQUEST GIFT HELPS KD 
STUDENT PAY FOR COLLEGE
Roni Farkash (Sigma Iota – Washington) 
immigrated to the United States when she was 
in elementary school. While other students were 
out playing, she was inside reading and learning 
English. Roni persevered and knew from a young 
age she wanted to lead a life that impacted 
others. Now in her junior year of college, Roni 
is pursuing a career in medicine with the hopes 
of improving the lives of women and children in 
developing countries. 

As one of three siblings currently in college, the 
financial burden on Roni’s family is heavy. Thanks 
to Vada May Corkery (Sigma Iota – Washington), 
whose generous bequest established a KD 
Foundation scholarship, funds were available 
when Roni needed them most. 

“I am currently working two jobs along with  
being a full-time student, so this scholarship 
really takes away some of the stress of paying 
tuition. For that, words truly cannot describe  
how thankful I am.”
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ESTATE PLANNING QUIZ
The following true/false quiz may help you determine if your estate plans meet 
your needs and wishes, and if updates are needed. If you are uncertain about a 
statement, answer false.

True False

q q 1. I have a will or living trust. 
q q 2. I have not moved to another state since last reviewing my 

will and other plans. 
q q 3. My marital status has not changed since my last review.   
q q 4. No children or grandchildren have been born since I last 

updated my plans. 
q q 5. I have not given away or sold property that is left to heirs in my 

will or other plans. 
q q 6. I am aware I can name a charitable organization as a 

beneficiary of my life insurance and retirement plan assets. 
q q 7. I have included my charitable interests in my estate plans.

If you answered false to any of the statements above, it may be time for you 
to update your estate plans to ensure they are current.

The purpose of this publication is solely educational, namely to provide gen-
eral gift, estate, financial planning and related information. It is not intended 
as legal, accounting or other professional advice, and you should not rely on it 
as such. For assistance in planning charitable gifts with tax and other implica-
tions, the services of appropriate and qualified advisors should be obtained. 
Consult an attorney for advice if your plans require revision of a will or other 
legal document. Consult a tax and/or accounting specialist for advice regard-
ing tax and accounting related matters. © Copyright 2020 by Sharpe Group. 
All Rights Reserved. NNNPDF-20

 

 

SAMPLE BEQUEST LANGUAGE
If you are considering making the Kappa Delta Foundation a part of your legacy, 
reference the following wording to take to your attorney: “I hereby give, devise 
and bequeath to the Kappa Delta Foundation, with offices at 3205 Players Lane, 
Memphis, TN 38125, federal tax ID number 84-0880886,          % of my residual 
estate for its most urgent needs as determined by its Board of Directors.”
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NEW CAVIN SOCIETY MEMBERS*

*As of November 15, 2019

Laura Gaffney Brusca Alpha Rho-Maryland 

Jill Mannino Peck  Beta Phi-West Virginia

Kathleen Duffy Ybarra Beta Psi-Arizona State

Krissy Tolle Taylor  Delta Gamma-Western Kentucky

Kate Wasem  Epsilon Alpha-Missouri S&T

Nicole Rutledge Regilio Gamma Epsilon-Florida Southern

B. Elaine Clark  Sigma Mu-George Washington

Brenda Joy Schmitz Sigma Pi-Albion

Misty Bolton-Samuels Zeta Gamma-Arkansas

Courtney Hicks Dickey Zeta Omicron-Wake Forest


